
  
 
 
Masterthesis an der Virginia Tech für Flugzeugbau-Studierende 

Im Rahmen der strategischen Kooperation mit der renommierten Virginia Tech in Blacksburg, 
USA können exzellente Master Flugzeugbau-Studierende der HAW Hamburg ihre Masterthesis an 
der Virginia Tech absolvieren. Der Erstprüfer ist ein HAW Hamburg-Professor; der Virginia Tech-
Professor ist Zweitprüfer. Zurzeit bieten Prof. Dr. Mike Philen sowie Prof. Dr. Gary Seidel die 
Möglichkeit, als Mitglied ihres Forschungsteams eine Masterthesis zu absolvieren. 
 
Voraussetzungen: 

- mindestens 2,0 Durchschnittsnote 
- alle Studienleistungen im Masterstudium erfolgreich absolviert  
- sehr gute Englischkenntnisse 

 
Verfahren 

1. Schauen Sie sich die Forschungsschwerpunkte von Prof. Philen und Prof. Seidel an. 
Sie bieten verschiedene Themen im Rahmen ihrer Forschung an.  

2. Schreiben Sie eine Begründung für einen Forschungsaufenthalt an der Virginia Tech mit 
einem Abstrakt über Ihr Wunschthema.  

3. Schicken Sie diese Unterlagen zusammen mit einem Lebenslauf und einer englisch-
sprachigen Übersicht Ihrer Studienleistungen über die Datenbank an Mike Philen oder 
Gary Seidel und klären Sie mit ihm, ob er Sie als Kandidat nehmen möchte. Schicken Sie 
bitte diese Bewerbung auch an das International Office sowie an Professor Dr. Kay 
Kochan zur Information. Eine endgültige Entscheidung wird gemeinsam mit der HAW 
Hamburg getroffen. 

4. Im Gespräch mit dem VT-Professor geht es dann um die Klärung und Findung eines 
konkreten Themas 

5. Wenn das Thema steht, suchen Sie dann einen HAW-Professor als Erstprüfer. 
6. Klären Sie den Zweitprüferstatus mit dem Faculty Service Büro (hierfür gibt es ein 

englischsprachiges Formular im Stisys). Ansprechpartnerin: Tanja Meisenbacher 
 
Status 
Sie werden als J1 research scholar von Virginia Tech eingeladen. Im Anhang ist eine Übersicht des 
internen Prozesses an der Virginia Tech. Dieser Prozess wird vom VT-Professor koordiniert. 
 
Zeitplan 
Es gibt keine besondere Bewerbungsfrist. Es ist empfehlenswert mindestens fünf Monate vor 
Beginn der Masterthesis mit dem Prozess anzufangen. Vor allem wenn Sie sich für ein DAAD-
Stipendium bewerben möchten. 
 
DAAD-Förderung: 
Teilnehmer*innen können sich beim Deutschen Akademischen Austauschdienst (DAAD) für ein 
HAW International Stipendium bewerben. Bewerbungsfrist ca. 5 Monate vor Aufenthaltsbeginn. 
Weitere Informationen hier: bit.ly/3wZyAPC (bit.ly Link kopieren und im Browser öffnen).   
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J-1 Scholar and Student Intern Request Process Overview 
For more information, visit ISS’s website.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Estimated Timeline 
Submit requests to ISS at 
least 3-4 months before 

intended start date 
 

OESRC Reviews: 
1 week 

HR Criminal Checks: 
2-3 weeks 

 
 

VT Department Process: 
Depends on you! 

 
ISS Process: 

5-10 business days from 
receipt of complete and 
accurate request form 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mailing: 
1-2 weeks depending on 

mail speed and destination 
 

Getting Visa Appointment: 
A few days to several weeks 

depending on the 
Embassy/Consulate wait 

times 
 

Visa Processing: 
Up to 6 weeks if subjected 

to administrative processing 
 

Arrival and Check-In: 
Scholar should complete 

check-in within 10 days of 
arrival 

 

Exchange visitor arrives in U.S. and checks in online on ISS's VT Scholar 
Site.  Exchange visitor signs up to attend next ISS J-1 Orientation 

meeting. 

ISS notifies the department the DS-2019 welcome folder is ready to be 
picked up. 

Department verifies the potential exchange visitor meets the eligibility 
criteria. 

Department obtains export certification from OESRC and a conviction 
check from HR (these processes can take some time so start early). 

ISS creates DS-2019 and assembles welcome folder for exchange visitor.  
ISS adds exchange visitor as a guest participant to ISS's VT Scholar Site. 

Department completes J-1 Request form, gathers required attachments 
and signatures, and forwards to ISS (MC 0378). 

Department picks up DS-2019 welcome folder at ISS and mails to 
exchange visitor using UPS, FedEx, or DHL. 

Exchange visitor receives DS-2019 welcome folder in mail, gathers 
required documents, pays visa fees, and schedules visa interview 

appointment at U.S. Embassy/Consulate. 

Exchange visitor attends visa interview and waits for visa processing. 

Exchange visitor receives passport back with visa and makes travel 
arrangements. 

http://www.oired.vt.edu/iss/jvisa/j-1-basic-information.html
http://travel.state.gov/visa/temp/wait/wait_4638.html
http://travel.state.gov/visa/temp/wait/wait_4638.html
http://travel.state.gov/visa/a_zindex/a_zindex_4353.html
weathein
Notiz
www.iss.vt.edu



Master Thesis at Virginia Tech – Overview of the J-1 Exchange Visitor Program 

 

For the student: 

 

The purpose of the J-1 program is to provide foreign nationals with opportunities to participate in 

educational and cultural programs in the United States and return home to share their 

experiences, and to encourage Americans to participate in educational and cultural programs in 

other countries.  

 

Becoming a J-1 Scholar or Student Intern 

In order to become a J-1 Scholar or Student Intern, you must have a VT host who invites you and 

will supervise and manage your J-1 program at Virginia Tech. Once you have a VT host, that 

person will work with you and their department to complete ISS’s J-1 request form.  The VT host 

must include copies of several documents with the request form (some documents must be 

submitted to the VT host by you) and obtain signatures from various individuals at Virginia Tech 

to get approval for your visit.  Finally, the VT host will submit the approved request form with 

your information and documents to ISS and ISS will process a DS-2019 for you.  Please be aware 

that the process your VT host must go through to collect all the documents and approval 

signatures for the request form before submitting it to ISS will take some time.  ISS will need 

some time (about 5-7 business days) to process the DS-2019 document as well.  Therefore you 

should not schedule visa appointments until you have the DS-2019 document in hand, 

Furthermore, there is also a process you must go through to obtain a visa and you may 

experience some unforeseen delays in this process.  Therefore, you should not purchase plane 

tickets until you have obtained the visa. 

 

SEVIS 

SEVIS (Student and Exchange Visitor Information System) is the U.S. Department of Homeland 

Security’s database which maintains electronic records for all J exchange visitors.  ISS creates a 

SEVIS record for each exchange visitor Virginia Tech sponsors and is required to report certain 

information or changes for these exchange visitors.  Certain U.S. government agencies such as 

the Department of State and Customs and Border Protection also have access to SEVIS records in 

order to update and verify exchange visitors’ records.  It is very important that the information in 

SEVIS be as complete and accurate as possible so that J-1 Scholars and Student Interns have 

fewer complications when traveling, applying for a visa, and other benefits.  J-1 scholars and 

student interns must notify ISS immediately of any changes in the J-1 program such as an 

address change, funding changes and requests to shorten or extend a program.  

 

Form DS-2019 

All exchange visitors are issued a document called a Form DS-2019 Certificate of Eligibility for 

Exchange Visitor (J-1) Status (“DS-2019” for short) which is generated by SEVIS upon the creation 

of a new record or when changes are made to an existing record.  Participants use this document 

to obtain a J visa and enter the United States on the J visa as “exchange visitors.”    ISS will issue 

the DS-2019 upon receipt of a complete and accurate J-1 Scholar and Student Intern Request 

form from the VT hosting department.   

 

The J-1 Visa 

Exchange visitor applicants must meet specific requirements to qualify for an exchange visitor (J) 

visa under immigration law. The consular officer will determine whether a foreign national 

qualifies for the visa. Additionally, applicants must demonstrate that they properly meet 

requirements, including the following: 

1. That they plan to remain in the U.S. for a temporary, specific, limited period; 

2. Evidence of funds to cover expenses in the U.S.; 

3. Evidence of compelling social and economic ties abroad; and other binding ties which will 

insure their return abroad at the end of the visit. 


